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is one of its essential characteristics, we must consider it a little further. The scenes in a dramatic novel postulate an end, as we have seen, and in the greatest we have a sense that the end is known. In other words, we have a prescience of something definite to come; and it is this alone that articulates and vivifies future time for us, so that it no longer seems a mere impersonal process, or a vacant succession, but becomes a presence, hostile or auspicious, capable of destroying our peace, or of bringing us happiness. In a story like 7he Return of the Native, first we have a vague apprehension of the end towards which things are moving. Eustacia Vye's ambition and passion will lead her to some exceptional destiny, brilliant or calamitous; but everything is undetermined as yet. With the arrival of Clym Yeobright her destiny begins to take shape; for a moment it seems to be leading her to happiness; then Clym's blindness and fanaticism alter everything. As yet the end is in the distance; but time has begun to accelerate, and only something extraordinary can slow it down. There follows the scene where Mrs Yeobright walks over the heath to visit Eustacia, and